
ASSOCIATION OF OXFORD UNIVERSITY PENSIONERS 
MINUTES OF THE 28th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

held in Lecture Room 1, Department of Engineering Science 
at 2.15 p.m. on Wednesday 19th February 2014 

 
Present – Carlos Ruiz (President), Gilliane Sills (Chair); the following members of the 
committee: Wendy Claye, Geoff Clough, Susan Greenford, John and Caroline Harding, Eileen Iredale, 
Stephanie Jenkins, Andrew Moss, Geraldine Peissel, Laurence Reynolds, Colin Snowdon, John 
and Gaynor Woodhouse; and over 100 members. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence – these were received from: Caroline Carpenter and Mireille 

Steer (Committee Members). 
 
2. Welcome – The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
3. Minutes of the 27h Annual General Meeting, held on Wednesday 20th February 

2013 – the minutes were displayed on the screen for those present to read, and were 
accepted as a correct record nem con. 

 
4. Matters arising  – None were raised.  
 
5. Chairman’s Report 

• Thanks – The Chairman began by expressing her gratitude to all those who make 
the Association so successful:  the Committee and the University (Jan Killick, Marie 
Hough in the Pensions Office, Jean Butler, Andrew Harvey and Anne Brunner-Ellis for 
the Newsletter, Bob Malloy in Reprographics and Sandra Dyson in the post room) 

• Outings in the past year – The Chairman said that as numbers of members have 
increased, visits are being organized based on two coaches (for the summer visits) 
and 140 members for the winter visits. This had worked well for the 2013/14 winter 
visits (although Wadham had been unable to manage more than 100). She did say, 
however, that one problem was that the number of people not turning up as 
expected was on the rise, and she stressed the importance of letting the leader know 
if you are unable to go on a visit for which you are booked. Professor Sills thanked 
Susan Greenford for her all her work in the management of the visits application 
process and to Caroline Carpenter who has been helping her, and she showed the 
table of visits which had taken place:  

 
Month  Visit Number 

of 
applicants 

Number 
offered places 

April 2013 Houses of Parliament 182 80 
 Repeat visit for unsuccessful 

applicants organised for March 2014 
87 85 

May 2013 Beaulieu 86 all 
June 2013 Salisbury Cathedral and Wilton House 85 all 
July 2013  Hampton Court Palace 134 106 
August 2013 President’s Garden Party 108 all 
September 2013 Chavenage 108 all 
October 2013 No visit    
November 2013 Wadham College  156  113  
December 2013 Christmas lunch  147  all  
January 2014 Oxford Union murals  144  all  
February 2014 Painted Room, Crown Tavern  147  all  
March 2014 Walk: Morse’s Oxford  131  124 initially  
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• The Newsletter – The Chairman expressed thanks to the new Newsletter editors, 

Laurence Reynolds, John and Gaynor Woodhouse and Eileen Iredale who are 
maintaining the previous high standard, set by Geraldine Peissel.  

•  The AOUP website – Professor Sills thanked Stephanie Jenkins who has 
successfully kept the information for members up-to-date.  This year has seen 
outside organisations seeking publicity for their events/initiatives, a sure sign that 
our website is becoming well established.  The Chairman reported with great regret 
that Stephanie has said that she would like to hand the management of the website 
on to someone else, and anyone who is interested is asked to make contact. 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report – Geoff Clough reported as follows –  

• The Accounts – The accounts are presented on the basis of actual receipts and 
payments and do not allow for debtors and creditors. 

• University Contributions – These were received for the winter series lectures held 
in 2011/12 together with the costs of the Reception for new retirees held in 
November 2011. Claims for subsequent periods are being dealt with and should be 
received during 2014. 

• Finances in 2013 – This was an excellent year for the association with good 
support for all activities. Social membership subscriptions remained fairly level 
compared with the previous year. 

• Income from trips – This fell in monetary terms, but underlying activity increased. 
The visit to York in 2012 cost £4,500 more than the visit to Plymouth in 2013. 

• The Christmas Lunch – This was again very well supported with about 150 
attending compared to 135 the previous year. 

• Bank Interest – We have received a more satisfactory level of interest from our 
deposit with the Skipton Building Society compared with Barclays Bank. As you will 
all be aware, interest rates remain very low. I have not been able to find any 
opportunities for improvement in rates. 

• Expenditure on Outings and Functions – This exceeded income for the same 
activities. We have continued the policy of subsidising day outings for Social 
Members by 10% of the full cost. We are now generally running two coaches to meet 
increased demand for the Summer Outings. The Houses of Parliament trip proved so 
popular that we will effectively be running four coaches! 

• Other costs – These remain under control. 
• Overall Result – The result for the year was a small surplus of £309 
Appointment of Independent Examiner – The Treasurer finished by saying that he 
was grateful to Mr Tim Croft the Independent Examiner for his careful and professional 
scrutiny of accounts. He said that he was happy to move the appointment of Mr Croft 
as Independent Examiner for the year 2014. This motion was put to the meeting 
and agreed nem con. 

 
7. Secretary’s Report – The Secretary reported that membership numbers have 

increased during the year, and said that as at 12th February the were as follows:   
  Social Members –  
   454   Single Members  (up 3.3% on the 2013 AGM figure) 

   306   Couples   (up 6.86% on the 2013 AGM figure) 
  Non-Social Members             
   3813    (up 1.76% on the 2013 AGM figure) 

She went on to say that these figures meant that there would be over 4,500 envelopes 
to be labeled at the ‘Newsletter Labelling Session’ on Wednesday 26th February at 9.30 
a.m. in the University Offices.  She said that this is always an agreeable occasion, and 
encouraged people to come and help! 
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Mrs Harding paid tribute to the University staff who give a great deal of help to AOUP, 
in  particular, David James in the Pensions Office and Marie Hough, Pensioners’ Welfare 
Officer. She also said that she was very grateful for the unfailing help received from the 
staff of the Engineering Department where Committee meetings and Winter lectures 
take place, mentioning in particular Sara Downs, the Receptionist, Sukarni Wheeler who 
arranges room bookings, and Lisa Johnson and her staff who provide the catering 
(including the wonderful cakes!). She then finished by saying that it is a genuine 
pleasure to be Secretary to AOUP!  She said that Committee meetings are always 
interesting and enjoyable, and that it is very agreeable to be involved in arranging 
things for people to enjoy!  

 
8. Election of Officers – as no officers were stepping down, no election was necessary.  
 
9. Election of Committee Members – Anneke Bambery and Caroline Carpenter were 

nominated by the Committee for election. There being no objection and no further 
nominations, they were duly elected by a show of hands. At this point the Chairman 
paid tribute to Colin Snowden and Mireille Steer who were both stepping down from the 
Committee, each having served for the full six years. She said that they had both been 
extremely active and supportive, and had been involved in many aspects of the work. 

 
10. Programme for 2014 – A list of events proposed for summer 2014 was displayed on 

the screen, and briefly outlined, and the Chairman mentioned that full details would be 
included with the forthcoming Spring Newsletter.  The Chairman drew attention to the 
fact that the 2013 Carol Service and Christmas Lunch will take place on Friday 19th 
December. 

 
11. Any Other Business – Nothing was raised. 
 
12. Date of 2015 AGM – Wednesday, 18th February, 2015 at 2.15 p.m.   
 
 
 
Talk following the AGM – ‘ALICE IN WATERLAND’ by Mark Davies.  This was a most 
engaging talk exploring the importance of the Oxford rivers in the creation of “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland” and “Through the Looking-Glass”. We were taken on a 
fascinating ‘boat trip’ from Godstow down to Nuneham, illustrated with photographs from 
around the time that Lewis Carroll was writing, and some of his own drawings as well those 
of Tenniel. We were given a wealth of fascinating information about the way the books 
came to be written and about some of the characters in them (and whether or not they 
were truly imaginary or drawn from people known to Alice).  
 
It seems likely that a great many people in the audience will have been inspired to revisit 
‘Wonderland’, and a measure of the very warm reception that the talk received was that 
the copies of Mark Davies’s book “Alice in Waterland”, which were available for sale after 
the talk, were sold out very quickly indeed!  
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